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MEMBER FOR VASSE 
Comments by Minister for South West - Personal Explanation 

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.41 pm] - by leave:  Yesterday in the house 
the Minister for South West claimed that I was the director of five companies that run tourism businesses in the 
south west and suggested that I had a conflict of interest in opposing the state government’s plans to develop 
land in Busselton and to contribute to the repair of the Busselton jetty.  I wish, by way of this personal 
explanation, to clarify a number of points.  Firstly, as of yesterday I was the director of three proprietary limited 
companies - being Villa Carlotta Hotel Pty Ltd, Villa Carlotta Services Pty Ltd and Regalport Pty Ltd - not five, 
as incorrectly stated by the minister.   
Several members interjected.   
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
Mr T. BUSWELL:  Of these three companies, one has, to the best of my knowledge, never traded and will be 
deregistered.  Another has effectively ceased operation and will be deregistered at the end of this financial year.  
The other is the trustee of a discretionary trust that holds a number of my family’s investment assets.  I have in 
the past been the director of up to five companies.  It should be noted that these have been included for full 
public scrutiny on my member’s financial interest statement.   
Secondly, I completely reject any suggestion or inference that I stand to gain from opposing the government’s 
plans to redevelop the Busselton foreshore and contribute to the rebuilding of the Busselton jetty.  I have 
opposed these plans, and remain opposed to them, because it is my view that elements of the government’s plan, 
in particular the redevelopment and sale of Churchill Park, are not in the best long-term interests of my 
electorate.  However, it is also my view that the government’s plans to contribute to the rebuilding of the 
Busselton jetty and some elements of the foreshore development plan have the potential to have a positive 
impact on the local tourism industry and, by extension, the operation of my business.  Indeed, prior to the closure 
of the jetty train, my business was a major commercial customer of the Busselton jetty.   
Thirdly, I wish to note for the public record that my business has been operated since the middle of 2004 by a 
very competent general manager, and since that time I have had very little involvement with the day-to-day 
operations of the business.   
Several members interjected.   
The SPEAKER:  Members, it is completely inappropriate to interject on somebody who is giving a personal 
explanation.  I do not know why members do that.  Members have been in this place long enough to know that.  I 
call the member for Perth to order for the first time.   
Mr T. BUSWELL:  As I said, I wish to note for the public record that my business has been operated since the 
middle of 2004 by a very competent general manager, and since that time I have had very little involvement with 
the day-to-day operations of the business.  Indeed, the general manager and his wife have recently purchased a 
50 per cent share in our core business activities.  I am immensely proud of the business that my wife and I have 
built up over 15 years.  The success of our business has been built on a lot of hard work, a lot of personal 
sacrifice, the support of a wonderfully dedicated staff and a very, very loyal group of customers.  It is a business 
that now provides holiday services to around 6 000 Western Australians each year within Western Australia, 
across Australia and internationally.   
Mr Speaker, as you would be aware, I welcome, enjoy and accept robust debate in this chamber.  However, I 
believe that yesterday’s accusations by the Minister for South West and his willingness to use misinformation - 
The SPEAKER:  Take a seat, member for Vasse.  I just warn the member that this is not an opportunity to 
attack the minister.  If he is about to do that, he should not do it via a personal explanation.   
Mr T. BUSWELL:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for that guidance.   
I believe that the minister’s attack was grossly inappropriate.  I reject his accusations absolutely and 
categorically.  I will never be an apologist for the fact that prior to entering this place I ran, with my wife, what I 
consider to be a successful small business.  I will never be an apologist for the fact that I have employed people, 
taken investment risks and earned profits.  If more members of the government had ever been in a position in 
which, come the end of the week, they might have had to mortgage their family home to provide the funds 
needed to pay staff, then more of them might have an understanding of the true challenges of small business and 
the real issues that face this particular sector in our state.   
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I am sure that we want to move on with the business of the house.  The level 
of interjection from both sides on the argument, which may have been interesting to some but not to me, meant 
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that I could not put the question on the resumption of the debate on the Rottnest Island Authority 
Amendment Bill 2007.   
 


